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SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:00 Traditional Service in
Sanctuary
10:15 Sunday School
11:16 Praise Service in
Disciple House

Church Ofyce Hours
Monday-Thursday
8:00 - 4:30
Friday
8:00 - Noon

|CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, April 13, 2008
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FCC STAFF
DR. RICHARD C. EMERSON
Senior Minister

.. DR.JAMES H. LEWIS
Minister of Congregational Life

. REV. GALA STRUNK
Minister of Music/Organist

REV. DAVID FARMER
Minister of Outreach

. . LYN BLOUNT
Dir. Childrends Ministries

TYLER LOPEZ
Director of Youth Ministries

CHERYL MC NULTY
P.R.E.P. School Director

NANCY HOLLOMAN
Financial Secretary

MICHELLE FRITZ
Ofyce Coordinator

GEORGE TERRELL
Facility Coordinator

BETH GRANT
Childcare Coordinator

Pastor's Congratulation's to the following members of the Pastor's Class.
Cliss— These students will be joining the church by Confession of Faith this
j:@ Sunday, April 5th and will be baptized on Sunday,April 12th at 10:
X 15am in the Sanctuary. Everyone is invited to attend this very spe-
= cial time in our young peoples lives. Below are the members of the
Pastor's class.
Dylan Carruthers
Caroline Crump
Cole Crump
Trystan Deck
Emily Emerson
Makayla Fontaine
Jackson Green
Caron London
Garret Mullikin
Chance Peace
Zach Terry
Rebecca Thacker
Brandon Truemner
Cade Wilson
Madison Woodard
Jamie Woodruff
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
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“Right at the depih of the
human condition, Hes the
longing foer a presence, the
silent desire for a communion.
Let ws mewar forget that this
EIRaIFARY simple desire for God is
el 5iready the beginning of faith_ "
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| admit it! | caught myself being selysh the
ﬁmﬂ% other day. | want things my way. After
%MIZF wa_tchlng the news, | dondt want my taxes
==L going to the CEOs severance package. |
dondt want someone making my decisions
for me. | want to be very comfortable to-
day and secure in the future, to be sure MY
family has what they need and that they are
always happy. | want to be in full control. 1 don6t want
to care for or worry about anyone else. And then | read
Isaiah 53. How dare | be so selysh! The joke was on
me.

Weakness is not a quality that any of us admires, in
ourselves, in others and certainly not in God. Who seeks
to worship at the altar of weakness? Can you understand
the confusion and even the ridicule that emerged from
identifying the God of glory with the Cruciyed Savior?
The cross to so many people is folly.

What do you say about the cross? Was the
humbling death of Jesus a great tragedy that Christians
managed to theologize into a symbol of hope, or was the

cross a positive effect of the power and purpose of God
in Christ? The gospels never picture Jesus as a help-
less victim of circumstances. Even on the cross he was
more Lord than a weak pawn in history. Yet no ygure
is more tragic and no person ever appeared to be more
defeated than the Cruciyed One. Where is the power of
the cross?

Let me raise another question of relative impor-
tance: Where is the power of rulers and owners of our
world? The power of God, which is identiyed with the
humiliation of Christ, is indeed strange, but what kind
of power do we seek? Where are the Caesars who ruled
the great Roman Empire? Where are the mighty armies
of Napoleon? For that matter where is the ynancial
kingdom of Bernie Madoff? No generation has ever
enjoyed the technical power we possess, yet we live in
captivity to our own power. The gospel is not suggest-
ing nonsense in the world of the cross. If we examine
our lives carefully, I suspect there is less reason and pur-
pose in our concept of power, or even in the goals we set
for ourselves, than we can ynd in the cross. The politi-
cal real estate of the Earth has shifted from one owner to
another through the generations of human history, and
no one has been powerful enough to hold it. The maps
of Europe, which | studied in elementary geography, are
no longer valid. Yet God is still Lord of creation.

Perhaps the time has come to newly recognize the
power of God in the cross. fiThe way of the Crosso is a
commitment to abandon the worldés concept of power
in favor of pouring out our lives for God. In what would
seem weakness to the world, Jesus embodied the words
of Isaiah 53:12 T fifor he bore the sin of many, and made
intercession for their transgressors.0 Christ committed
himself to you that you share such commitment toward
others and not keep only for self.

As | read Isaiah 53 | was convicted of my self-
ishness. No one admires weakness, but no power can
stand before the grace of our God as revealed in Jesus.
The season in Lent is a personal journey to the Cross.
To some the cross may be a sign of weakness and death;
the period at the end of a sentence. For you and I, the
Cross is not folly, nor weakness. The Cross reveals the
power of God through Jesus at the resurrection which
makes all the difference to those who believe.

Does your life seem to be ylled with folly? Are
you trying to yll a personal, internal void with what the
world has to offer? Are you seeking power and purpose
on your terms or on Godds terms? Its soon Easter! Find
yourself living by the power only God can offer you. It
will make a world of difference in your life as you pri-
oritize, seek happiness and security for self and family.
Put your trust in God and not the world.

Richard
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Would You Like to Take a Trip???

It is wonderful to travel and see and hear about
other places and people. Come to Sara Sisters on
April 13th at 11:00am in Cornerstone Hall. We will hear
about Dr. Richard Lucas' trip to Guatemala. Dr. Lucas
will tell us about what he did to help the people there
with their medical problems. In case you didn't know a
number of our members at First Christian Church have
gone to Guatemala with Refugee International. These
people have "Listened to the Voice of God." Our study
this year has been on the many ways God speaks to
us "if" we listen.

We had a very good lesson in March by guest
speaker, Gail Smith. We talked about "Listening to
God's Voice In My Sister.” We had 18 present. Sure
hope that Marilyn, Nancy, Susan, Essie Mae, Ruth F.,
Lois and Sue can come back--we sure miss you. So
glad that Lucille was able to be with us. Our Service
Project for April is paper goods for Bethany Home.
They can use paper towels, plates, napkins, cups, etc.
We will be looking forward to seeing "you" on April
13th.

In Christian Love,
Sara's Sisters

EASTER BASKETS

The Kitchen Divas are asking for your help. With Easter
just a few weeks away, we would like your help in pro-
viding Easter Baskets to kids that are in the hospitals,
LIHN, Hope Haven, and The Womenis Center of East
Texas. We are looking at plling about 50 baskets, with a
stuffed animal, pencils, coloring book, crayons, easers,
stickers, etcébut NO Candy. We still need lots of baskets.
We will be ordering inspirational items out of the Oriental
Trading catalog, so please feel free to make a monetary
donation to our project to help cover the cost of addition-
al items for their baskets. Have questions contact Becky
Whitenack. Items can be broughtto the church ofpce orto
the Wednesday Night Dinners. Thank you in advance for
you help and support in this project as we share the love
of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to these kids.
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Hey Everyone!

I want to thank all of you who have signed
up for the mission trip, July 19-25, to the Galves-
ton-Houston area. We have a total of 17 signed up
right now. I know we are going to have a great time
and do a lot of great things for people that week...1
am really excited. If any of you want to sign up, we
may be able to add others on if there are available
spots. The last day to sign up is May 31. The depos-
its have now gone up (after April 1st) to $79 per
person, however, you will get the deposit back at
the beginning of the trip. 1T anyone has to back out
for any reason you will lose your deposit...but Iim
sure that wonit happen.

I am a little disappointed at the lack of par-
ticipation in the Lenten services from the youth
(excluding one person). 1 want to encourage all
youth families to be apart of the rest of Lent and
Easter...this is a really important time of the year
for the Christian Church and it would be a shame
not to participate and take it seriously.

You can get information about what the church is
doing through the newsletter or by contacting me
or the ofpce.

I am thinking about what direction to go
after Easter, but I hope that we can reassemble
and establish some sort of consistency for our
programming again. Please feel free to give me any
feedback or suggestions.

Remember that April 5th, (Palm Sunday), we
are signing up for Summer Camps and Day Camp.
Please be sure to take a look at the dates and pick
at least one camp to go to this summer along with
Day Camp.

Also, there will be NO Sunday School, April
12 (Easter). 1 hope instead everyone will support
the pastoris class and those being baptized.

Thanks, In Christ!
Tyler Lopez 972-896-9556
lopez_ty@yahoo.com
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